26 MINNESOTA HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS.

In this volume, the writer has confined himself al-
together to history; giving an account of the principal
events which have occurred to the Ojibways within the
past five centuries, as obtained from the lips of their old
men and chiefs who are the repositories of the traditions
of the tribe.

Through the somewhat uncertain manner in which the
Indians count time, the dates of events which have oec-
curred to them since their discovery, may differ slightly
from those which have been given us by the early Jesuits
and travellers, and endorsed b_) present standard historians
as authentic.

Through the difficulty of obtaining the writings of the
early travellers, in the wild conntry where the writer com-
piled this work, he has not had the advantage of rectifying
any discrepancies in time or date which may occur in the
oral information of the Indians, and the more authentic
records of the whites.

The following work may not claim to be well and
elaborately written, as it cannot be expected that a person
who has passed most of his life among the wild Indians,
even beyond what may be termed the frontiers of civil-
ization, can wield the pen of an Irving or a Schooleraft.
But the work does claim to be one of truth, and the first
work written from purely Indian sources, which has prob-
ably ever been presented to the public. Should the notice
taken of it, by such as feel an interest in the welfare of
the red race, warrant a continnation of his labors in this
broad field of inquiry, the writer presents this volume as
the first of a series.

He proposes in another work to present the customs,
beliefs, and rites of the Ojibways as they are, and to give
the seeret motives and causes thereof, also giving a com-
plete exposition of their grand religious rite, accompanied
with the ancient and sacred hieroglyphics pertaining



